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FROM THE PRESIUDENT: )

There is greai news for all new NIA members as well as those
renewing memberships for 1954-1955. The most recent printing of our
Handbook is ‘now completed and each NIA household will be receiving
a copy very soon. The Handbook is updated to January 1, 1984 and
includes all changes and additions to our by-laws and Show Rules
since the last printing in November, 1975. I urge you all to read it
through and once again become familiar with what our organization
stands for. It will make you proud! Many, many thanks to Jack # Tod,
ocour By-Laws Chairman, who spent about 120 hours typing, plating,
printing, stitching and trimming the 2,000 plus Handbooks. I am
convinced that there is not, nor has there ever been, another NIA
member who has given as much time, hard work, thoughtful concern,
love and good counsel to our hobby as Jack has. Thanks, Jack, from

all your NIA family.

Included with the NIA Handbook, each voting member will alseo
receive an NIA decal for the inside of your car window. Extras of
the Handbook and/or decal can be purchased for 50¢ each. We still
have a few NIA cloth patches too, and these are 2.00;‘Any or all of
the above we hope - to have availabie at the Regional Shows and mosgt
certainly at the National Show. Or - you may order these from me

using the address on the Drip Points cover. Please include a SASE.

We just received our Show Packets for the NIA National Show
in Tacoma, Washington on July 20-22 and it certainly lppks as if
this may well be the best National yet! But then, I think that every

year and for good reason; they just keep petting better!

All members please take special notice: Attached to this issue
of Drip Points is a ballot for each voting member living at your
address. There are twe very fine and eligible people running for
the office of NIA President for the 19%984-1946 term,and one outstand-

ing candidate for Western Region Vice-President for 1984-1987.

(con't)



Only Members in qhe Western Region receive a ballot for Regional
ViCe—Pres{dehﬁtthis year. Please rga@ the brief write—-ups by each
candidate, mark your ballots and wmail them to our nominating chairman,
Mel Shoatﬁang as indicated on the envelope provided. This voting
procedure takes plﬁce entireiy by mail and all votes will be counted
60 days from the daté appearing at the top of your ballot. To make

sure your vote is counted, mail! your ballots in soon.

We'll see you in Omaha, Nebraska in March; Austin, Texas in

May; andnTaéoma, Washington in July!
Marilyn Albers # 541

'**z‘r**********:’:*************':‘::‘:******

FROM"THE TREASURER

Thirty new members have been added to our rolls since the last
issue. One memberéhip was a Chri;tmas present from a friend. Remem-
ber this if:you need a gift idea next Christmas. Qur membership:is
now 1212 total members with 743 of these voting members.

An édditionai $380.00 was added to the educational fund from
the sale of Mickey Mouse commemoratives by Carol and John McDougald.

Thanks to them and their salespeople.

Please remember the March 24 postmark deadline for MEarly Bird"
renewal of membership and a chance in the drawing for the peacock
blue HG Co. CD 162. The drawing will be held in Omaha at the Central
Regional Show on March 31. See you there! I hate tp tell you that

you do not need to be present to win.

Bill Albers NIA#. 1276



FROM THE INFORMATION DIRECTOR:

Hi again everyone! —- Lot's of mail has been pouring in within
the past few weeks. It's just about Spring - so let's start thinking

about all those great shows that are planned in the near future.

For starters, here's a let;er I received from Vi & Andy Brown,

éhéﬁ“Hqst's for the 1984 National in Tacoma, Washington:

:

TACOMA '84! Plans for the 15th Annual National
Insulator Association Convention in Tacoma, washington
on July 20, 21, 22, 1984 are moving right along. We hope

You are making'plans to attend and will enjoy your'trib.

A few reminders, even though most of this informa-
tion appeared in Crown Jewels. The Sheraton liotel" located
at 5. 13th st. and Broadway Plaza in Tacoma {phone 206-
372-3200 or toll-free B00-325-3535) will be the show
headquarters. The banquet and meeting will be held here.
The Bi—Centennial Pavi%ion adjoins the Sheraton and may
be reached by taking Exit 133 off 1I-5. Follow city center
signs which leads you on to Pacific Ave. Stay on Pacific to
15th, turn left and go 2 blocks to Market. Pavilion is'on
the right corner. Several parking lots are nearby and R.V.
and trailer parking is permitted on the Pavilion parking
lot but there are no hookups.

Show hours are

Friday: 6:00 to 7:30 Exhibitor only setup
7:30 to 10:00 Dealer set up
J0:00 to 5:00 ‘N.l.A. members conly
6:30 to 7:00 Social Time
7:00 to General meéeting

kcon't)



Saturday: 9:00 to 5:00 open to the public
6:30 social time . .
7:00 Banquet and Awards

Sunday: 9:00 to 3:00 .open to the public

3:00 to 5:060 pack up time

Show packets have been nailed and we urge €ach of
Yyou who plan to have Sales table and/or exhibit space to
send in your réservations as ‘'soon as possible. This will
help us a lot in our ‘planning. Alsc don't forget the
Banquet reservations - these must be paid in advance of
the show so we can let the Sheraton know how many people

plan to attend.

To be an exhibitor or have a sales table at a National
Convention you must be an NIA Member 80 be sure your dues

are paid befor then.

We are going to tfy to make this one of the best shows
ever, and we hope each one of you can attend. We have‘maps
of Tacoma and Washihgton'as well as many brochures on
various places to see and things to do so if you need any

information just write and .we will try to help

Just a reminder- don't wait until the last moment to make your

reservations. Vi & Andy would appreciate hearing from you ASAP!

As all of you are aware, the NIA is an affiliate member of the
Federation of Historical Bottle Clubs, and this fine organization
asks your support for its National Antique Bottfe, Jar, and Insulator
Show to be held at the Civic Center in Montgomery, Alabama, August
16-19, 1984. Insulator dealers/ Qkhibitors/ coellectors are most

Welcome. For more information write: James & Susan Robbins
1709 Coral Lane
Montgomery, Alabama 36116
205-285-5337

(con't)



Listed below I have a breakdown of the NIA's membership according
to State, Province, or Country. Our membership is at its strongest

point ever-- but we still have room for a 'few' more. Let's all try

to 'beat the bushes' for new menbers. There I8 strength in  numbers.

AL 8 MD 14 DK 2
AK 10 MA 14 OR 24
AZ 17 ME 2 PA 57
AR 1 M1 34 RI 10

) : 4
CA 168 MN " $p 3 REE i
CO 35 MS 2 TN 4
CT 49 MO 19 TX ga-* Sask. !
DE 1 MT 10 UTr 7 7 .
FL 61 NE 7 VT 11 Gr. Brit. 1
GA 6 NV 6 VA 18 :
HI 6 Nil 7 . WA 31 Ch. Islands - 1
IL 53 NJ 37 WV 2
-IN 23 N 3 WI 17 AUSTRALIA ¥
1A 34 NY 118 WYy - - 11 N. Zealand 1
KS 12 NC 11 ALBERTA 9
KY 11 ND 3 '
LA 1 OH 93 y B. C. 8
That's about it for now - 1'11 give you a nice show report on

the Central Regional (which I plan on attending) in the next issue of

'Drip Points". I'm looking forward to it! Take CaLe.ceoeesns...

Mike Brunmer NIA#1482

*******************************‘k*:‘:*:‘f

FROM THE ETHICS CHAIRMAN

The only on-going business that I have Lo "report at this time
concerns Mr. JOHN WILLiAMS.?ﬁhe to continuing problems that members
have had in getting Mr. Williams to honor his commitments, the
Executive Board has voted to NOT allow Mr. Williams toc be an NIA
member. There have been ads running in Crown Jewels for Mr. Williams,
but we strongly urge that allrmembgrs bg very carxeful in having any

dealings with him.

William Bravndon NTA# 1011



FROM THE WESTERN REGIOR VP

The year is rolling along as the Western collectors altl get set
for Tacoma. Because of the National, there will not be an Enumclaw
show this year, however, Vi and Andy do good shows 30 we are gonna

have a good one!

In early December the 4Yer Bottle Club hosted the one-~day Auburn,
CA show. This has always been a good show, and has beén getting bigger
and better each year. Ian recent yéafs the show has also attracted a
following that extends from San Diegc in Southern California, to

Pdrtland, Oregon. So there is lots of outstanding glass.

To those planning to attend tﬁe Tacoma National, you will be able
to see some really beautiful count?y in the great Northwest, and
attend a fabulous show as well. I ﬁope that there will be lots of you
that will be able to vacation out ﬂere and join us for some good

fellowship.

Grant Salzman NIA#1785

L A R I I E R EEE EEEEEEEEEEEEE

FROM THE EASTERN REGION VP

Over the Winter, insulator shows are far between. So the East
has shown heavy support at local bottle shows. We're seeing more.
and more insulator dealers setting up at Bottle shows, collectors
displaying, and visiting.
Here's upcoming Eastern Bottle and Insulator shows:
Marlborough, CT. April 15
Rochester, NY JApril 29
S5everal collections have changed hands over the winter, so there
should be some of our wants out there. Hopefully these goodies will’

be on dealers tables at the Yankee Pole Cat Insulator Club's Spring

show on April 15th in kMarlborough, CT. .
(con't)
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We're still in the need for an Eastern Regional show in '84.--

Don't let the collectors of the East down. Call Kevin :1-518-355-5648.

John DeSousa NIA# 419.

ala

*‘-‘c****‘k***1\‘******************“ﬁ:s’r‘a’:*..L**

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The insulator collecting hobby has seen many ups and downs
in its short existence, but recent events have placed the hobby in a
little more precarious position. Time and time again, the NIA Has held
its breath waiting for prospective bidders for National and Regional
shows, -and there have been four separate-occasions when one of the
Regions :had no Regional show.

There appears to be several valid ‘reasons for these difficulties. -
One is the greater expense and responsibility in hosting a two, three,
or four day show. Many people don't have the time, resources or
experience to .host such a show; however, many other people do.

Some of us live in a geographic location ‘that just -is not sensible for
a major show, or haven't a local club or :collecting body to draw from,
both in physical and financial . support. The cost ©of the halls -and
fairgrounds which are acceptable for a National or. Regional show

have widely disparate costs, depending on where one lives. A hall
costing $1500 a day in New York might only cost $500 in Wisconsin

or Oregon, etc.

The future of the insulator hobby, then, would appear to be
bleak, indeed--until one considers the alternatives. A larger show
including bottles, jars advertising, telephone items, railroad
collectibles and other small collectibles, and, of:course, featuring
insulators. Shows of this type are hardly new or unusual : Déé Willett
has hosted many fine shows in Bakersfield. CA, and last years two
Regional shows (Enumclaw, WA and Ausfid,TX)'weré'bo;h'well represented

‘(con't)
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with a wide varieth of collectibles. An outstanding example of what
opening up a show will do is the Genegee Valley Bottle Collectors
Association Show, held in chhgster, NY, every April. Up until last
year, the GVBCA Show was é lafge, predominantlylbottle show, and would
draw maybe 500 to 1000 paid admission. Last yeaf, however, as a preview
fot the NIA National, the GVBCA opened up their show to advertising.
Just this spur, alone, was enough to add some 70 additional sales
tables, and over 1700 people attended- a smashing success! Not
surprisingly, insulator sales tables jumped from 3.in 1982 to 16 in
1983 and should sharply increase again in 1984.

The solution for both the NIA and the btospective show. host is
the open format show. The NIA Board of Directors has already made
provisions for opening up the National‘shéw; for other coiiectibles;
and only the show hosts' imaginationé can hold back the pot;ntiélﬂ‘
publicity an expanded show can bring! )

The NIA Board of Directors haé'appfoﬁed the bid of Len and Jackie
Linscott and the Central Florida Insulator Club to host the 1984
Eastern Regional Slow. The Show will be held in the Miracle City
Mall in Titusville, Florida on November 9,10,and 11, 1984. Admission
will be free of charge and exhibits are planned and welcome. Contact
Len and Jackie Linscott (3557 Nicklaus Dr., Titusville, FL 32780--
Phone 305-267-9170) for additional information.

I am still accepting bid proposals for the 1985 National (Central)
and Western and Eastern Regional Shows. I will be very happy to discuss
any questions any prospective bidder may have and i am looking forwar

to hearing from some of you.

SHOW REMINDERS:
OMAHA, NEBRASKA- Central Regional Show March Ji-April’' 1

MARLBORO, CONNECTICUT- Yankee Pole Cat Insulator Club Shew April 15
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK- GVBCA Show April 29

BALLSTON SPA, NEW YORK - National Bottle Museum Show June 3

TACOMA, WASHINGTON- NIA 15th Annual NATLIONAL SHOW July 20-22
TITUSVILLE,FLORIDA- Eastern Regional Show November 9-11

Kevin Lawless NIA#1679



FROM THE CANDIDATES FUOR NIA PRESIDENT

Hello, I'm ®ike Bruner, and you'll find my name on the ballot
for NIA President. For those of you who don‘t know me personally,

the following is a brief resume of my qualifications....

I am 32 years old, a resident of West Bloomfield, Michigan,

am single and a graduate of Oakland University.

My obsession with insulators began when I found my first insu-
lators on an abandoned telegraph line in Ontario, Canada, in 1972.
In 1976 I began to specialize in CD 162 H.G. CofHemingray signals,
and I continue to do so today, along with other threaded glaSS'EQfE
appeals to me. 1 have many other collecting interests which incldée

telephone signs, railroad artifacts, and lightning rod balls.

I am co-author of "The Complete Book of Lightning Rod Balls"™
and have been a contributer to two other insulator related books.
I have served as President of our local insulator club (HVB&IC)

and have been their Show Chairman for the past five years.

I have atteénded dozens of local shows, been to several Regionals,
and have witnessed the BIG EVENT - the NIA nNational - seven times.
I have served you on the Board of Directors for the past five years
as NIA Information Director and Editor of these ' Drip Points'.
As editor of 'Drip Points', 1 think I've proven that I'm not afraid

of hard work, and when I start a job—— I finish it!

Cur outgoing President, Marilyn Albers, has done a terrific
job - and I firmly believe I can continue to make the NIA an organ-—
ization that truly promotes the hobby, grows with it, listens to
it's members suggestions, and insists on high standards for selling

and collecting.

(con't)
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I believe you are entitled to see who will be backing me up as

your NIA Board of Directors, subject to NIA Board approval.

ist past PRESIDENT: Marilyn Albers
2nd past PRESIDENT: Pat Patocka
EASTERN REGION V.P. John deSousa
CENTRAL REGION V.P. Mike Sovereign
WESTERN REGION V.P. to be elected
BXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Kevin Lawless
TREASURER Rod Krupka
INFORMATION DIR.  Shirley Patocka

With this fine group of peoplé working for you, I know the HIA
will serve the hobb} in the highest regards, and as your NIA President,
I promise to make every effo;t te improve the NIA, and promote the

insulator hobby to the fullest.
Please vote for Mike Bruner as your next NIA president.

Mike Bruner NIA# 1482

ke

*1‘:*7’:*****‘.’:*7’:*:‘:*z‘r}':***fc'k**:‘\‘*‘k*:’rn?‘:***‘.‘:‘e‘r

I'm Grant Salzman and I'm a candidate for NIA President.

In 1977 1 first became aware of the fantastic world of insulators,
and I've been in love with the hobby ever since. In March of 1978 1 -
attended my first insulator show (at Chico) and that was so impressive
that I managed to attend every day of the Reno National which was

held that Summer.

At the Denver National in 1979 I was appointed NIA Executive

Director ond served two years in that position.

Although our hobby may not ever get back to to the frantic days
of the sixties when it was growing like crazy, it has alréady begun
to stabilize into a solid 'core' of support which will set the pattern
for a steady future growth and confirmation 4s a permanent baft of

the American scene.
(con't)
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There are lot's of things that the NIA needs to do: It needs to
remain financially strong, it needs to grow nad it needs to be suppors
tive of local and regional needs. However, there are a few goals.1

wish to persue:

The NIA needs to listen to issues and be responsive to the needs
of the hobby. The NIA should be friendly and try to-help us all get
back to the days wheh shows were fun. Those who sell insulatbors are
the backbone of the hobby. The WIA must try to encourage the most
profitable settings possible for sellers. Those who collect insulators
are the body and strength of our hobby. The NIA must promote ‘the
gréwth of collecting while contin@ing to protect the collector.
Communications within our hobby must be strengthend. The NIA should
support efforts to bring the insuvlator story to the public, and must
also give increased support to Crown Jewels and Drip Points. The NIA
must provide a convenient means for new discoveries to be verified,

recorded and pubchizéd'for posterity.

As you know, there are lot's of other things that we need to do,

but these are at the top of my list, and I request your support.

Grant Salzman NIA#1785

*'k*""f\‘*“'f*‘!‘*‘."f'k‘f\"k***1\'***************‘?:*;f’;*"k

o

FROM THE CANDIDATE FOR WESTERN REGION VICE-PRESIDENT

As a candidate for Western Region V.P., 1 would like to tell

you a little about myself.

My husband, Andy, and 1 started collecting insulators about 15
years ago and still jenjoy digging, looking in junk shops and going
to shows. Probably the most enjoyable though is the many friends
we've met through this hobby. As with many collectors we've branched

out and now collect other 'goodies' too.

(Con't)
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We have hosted 11 local shows including the Western Regional
and this year we will sponsor the Wational Convention in Tacoma. Qur
collection has been shown on TV on a local program and was featured
in the Sunday pictorial section of The Seattle Times. We have also
had displays of our insulators at the library and various shows we

have attended.

For the past two years I have served as NIA Show Chairman and
one year as Executive Director. If elected I will continue to do all

1 can to support and prompte this great hobby.

Violet Brown NIA#GS52
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Melvin N. Poouzhi 3212
41~307 Kawahine Pl.
Waimanalo, HI 96795

Kurt Olson 3213
1328 Hillsdale Dr.
Monroeville, PA 15146

Jackson Bollinger 3214
Michael Bollinger 3215
Nancy Bollinger 3216
30 Cook St.
Susanville, CA 96130

R. L. Beck 3217
601 SW 175th Place
Seattle, WA 98166

William J. Bittle 3218
3308 S.E, Clay
Albany, OR 97321

James Xiggores, Jr. 3219

3511 E Grandview
Tacoma, WA 98404

Bill Conrad 3220
3675 Syracuse Ave.
San Diego, CA 92122

Wayne D. Parker 3221
4700 Dominion Dr. S
Naples, FL 33962

Scott Ash 3222
2416 Chatham Dr.
Akron, CH 44313

Billy Sutliff 3223
1307 Foxbhoro Dr.
Monroeville, PA 15146

Bob R. Mahoney 3224
2010 Evergreen
Lamarque, TX 77568

David R. Wiecek 3225
192 Broocklyn Ave.
Spotswood, NJ 08884

Lawrence D. Hicks 3226
Jeneen J. Hicks 3227
411 Ellicott St.
Batavia, NY 14020

NEW MEMBERS

Peter A, Lipka 3228
6 Dudley Ave.
Cohoes, NY 12047

Mike Roediger 3229
1307 -~ 6th Ave. W
Olympia, WA 98502

Frank Pietsch 3230
616 Whiting Woods Rd.
Glendale, CA 91208

Dominic Allen 3231
33 Glenmere Ave,

Mill Hill, London
N.w.7 2.L.T« England

Colby Morgan 3232
12266 Harford Rd.
Glen Arm, MD 21057%

Dona Carrier 3233
524 - B North Wall
Mt., Vernon, WA 98273

Roger Lucas 3234
1402 MeCullough Lane
Columbus, IN 47303

Leonard Mele 3235
ASRW Box 495
Azle, TX 76020

Thelmer Cox 3236
7294 Swamp Creek Rd.
Lewlsburg, OH 45338

Ed Matukonis 3237
PO Box 74
Luzerne, PA 18709
Terence Scanlon 3238
42 Sherwood Ave.
Westfield, MA 01085

Kieran Shanahan 3239
26 Strid Road

Te Atatu Sth

Auckland 8, New Zealand

Janet Baker 3240
Ryan Baker 3241
Aaron Baker 3242
25328 Arnold Lane
Elmira, OR 97437
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15th Aﬁﬁual

- NATIONAL INSULATOR Assocmrlom CONVENTION
" SHOW AND SALE
= g ‘ %

JULY 20, 21, 22, 1984

FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
- NIA DAY OPEN TO THE OPEN TO THE
MEMBERS ONLY PUBLIC PUBLIC
10 AM - 5 PM 9 AM - 5 PM 9 AM - 3 PM

Bicentennial Pavilion
1313 Market Street
Tacoma, Washington

INSULATORS AND GO-WITHS
ANTIQUES AND COLLECTABLES
OLD TELEPHONES — RAILROADITEMS — BOTTLES — GLASSWARE

BREWERY ITEMS — ADVERTISING — PRIMITIVES

SHOW CHAIRMEN

ANDY AND VIOLET BROWN
7049 243rd Ave. NE
Redmond, WA 98052
(206) 885-4826 or 659-5322




